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A US tariff on British shortbread
will be lifted and a tariff on gin
will not be imposed - now In-
ternational Trade Secretary Liz
Truss is trying to persuade the
US to lift punitive tariffs on single
malt Scotch whisky.

The tariffs were imposed as
part of a long-running trade dis-
pute between the US and EU.

Ms Truss welcomed the an-
nouncement by US trade repre-
sentative Robert Lighthizer that
Washington would not go ahead
with a threatened extension of
the tariff regime which would
have hit more British products
such as gin and blended whisky.

In a “modest” easing of the tar-
iffs, Mr Lighthizer said products
such as shortbread would now be
lifted as the two sides seek a reso-
lution to the dispute over EU sub-
sidies to planemaker Airbus.

However, Ms Truss said she
would now be urging the Ameri-
cans to go further.

“I am pleased that the US has
not applied these additional tar-
iffs, and welcome the decision
to lift tariffs on shortbread,” she
said.

“However, the announcement
does not address tariffs that al-
ready exist on goods like single
malt Scotch whisky. These tariffs
damage industry and livelihoods
on both sides of the Atlantic and
are in nobody’s interests. I am
therefore stepping up talks with
the US to remove them as soon as
possible.”

Mr Lighthizer warned that the
EU still had not done enough for
the US to consider any further

2m EU citizens
canstayin UK

MORE THAN two million people
have been granted the right

to carry on living and working
in the UK permanently after
freedom of movement ends,
figures suggest.

EU citizens and their families
are asked to apply to the Home
Office’s EU Settlement Scheme
(EUSS) by June next year in
order to carry on living and
working in the UK when the
transition period with the
European Union ends after
Brexit.

Some 2,041,200 people
were granted settled status
after applying to the EU
Settlement Scheme, according
to provisional Home Office
statistics to the end of July.

Afurther 1,475,500 were
granted pre-settled status.

easing of the tariffs, which cover
$7.5bn (£5.75bn) worth of Europe-
an and UK products.

“The EU and member states
have not taken the actions nec-
essary to come into compliance
with (World Trade Organisation)
decisions,” he said.

“The United States, however,
is committed to obtaining a long-
term resolution to this dispute.
Accordingly, the United States
will begin a new process with the
EU in an effort to reach an agree-
ment that will remedy the con-
duct that harmed the US aviation
industry and workers and will
ensure a level playing field for US
companies.”

MIXED MESSAGES: A visitor views ‘Project Fear series’ by artist Christiane Zschommler, part of the Aesthetica Art Prize exhibition. PICTURE: PAWIRE.

Free art exhibition asks poignant
questions in an age of social media

A YORK exhibition showcasing
contemporary global artists is
being opened up free of charge
in the hope that more people will
donate and help the museum
survive.

A number of works from 18
artists making up the Aesthetica
Art Prize exhibition on show
at York Art Gallery. Among
them is Murmurations #23,

a photographic series that
considers how social media

is influencing behaviour, by
American artist Stephanie Potter
Corwin.

Following the reopening
of the gallery on August 1the
exhibition is free to visit, with the
gallery hoping that by removing
admission charges there will be
a higher number and increased
diversity of visitors who will
help support the gallery through
donations and buying tickets for
special exhibitions.

A museum spokesman said:
“The featured projects ask
poignant questions about what it
means to be a human today.

“How has the selfie altered
our sense of personal identity?
What value do we place on
being individuals? What are the
consequences of governments
using cloud seeding to alter
weather patterns? These
immersive works are part of
awider line of enquiry, across

painting, photography, sculpture,
video and installation.”

Highlights from the show
also include Rhea Storr’s film, A
Protest, A Celebration, A Mixed
Message, which is concerned
with the ability of 16mm film to
comment about black and mixed-
race identities, using “moments
of tension where images break
down or are resistive”.

The exhibition will now run
until February.

Council buys 50 homes to ease its housing shortage

MORE THAN 50 properties un-
der construction at a building
site are to be bought by a council
for rental and shared ownership.

Harrogate Borough Council
will buy the properties, being
built in Pannal Ash, for £4.5m.

A meeting of the council’s cabi-

net heard there are almost 3,000
households on the district’s hous-
ing waiting list, of which 1,200 are
in Harrogate.

Coun Graham Swift, deputy
leader of the council, said the
purchase of the homes would al-
leviate some of the demand and

added that the authority’s hous-
ing stock had been significantly
reduced due to the Government’s
Right to Buy scheme.

Sixteen of the homes at Whin-
ney Lane in Pannal Ash will be
sold under shared ownership by
the council’s housing company,

Bracewell Homes, and the rest
will be made available for social
rent.

Documents say the council
could recoup £1.18m to £2.37m
from the 16 shared-ownership
homes and make a profit after 13
years or more.

Youth who
murdered

atage 16is
stripped of
anonymity

A TEENAGER convicted of the
murder of a teaching assistant
has been named after reporting
restrictions covering his ano-
nymity were lifted by a judge.

Rocky Marciano Price was
16 when he attacked Lindsay
Birbeck, 47, in woods near her
home before moving her body in
a wheelie bin to Accrington Cem-
etery, where he buried her in a
shallow grave.

Her body was discovered
wrapped in two plastic bags on
August 24 last year, 12 days after
she went missing, which prompt-
ed a huge search by police and
members of the community.

Price, now 17, of Whinney Hall
Road, Accrington, was found
guilty by a jury at Preston Crown
Court on Wednesday.

Yesterday, trial judge Mrs Jus-
tice Yip ruled the public interest
in knowing the identity of Mrs
Birbeck’s killer outweighed con-
cerns over his welfare.

The judge said: “This was a
dreadful crime which under-
standably generated strong pub-
licinterest.

“The public will naturally want
to know who this person was as
they come to terms with some-
thing that rocked the local com-
munity.”

Mrs Birbeck left her home in
Burnley Road, Accrington, for a
late afternoon walk to a nearby
wooded area known as the Cop-
pice.

Price had been on the prowl
in the woods for lone females
and is thought to have killed Mrs
Birbeck shortly after she entered
the woodland.

His parents took him to a po-
lice station several days after Mrs
Birbeck was found, when police
released a CCTV clip of a young
male pulling a blue wheelie bin
behind him in Burnley Road.

He claimed he was not involved
in her death and that a mystery
man had approached him in the
area with the promise of a large
cash reward if he disposed of the
body.

He will be sentenced at Preston
Crown Court today.

FREE The People’s Friend Magazine For Every Reader

Life is better when shared with a friend —

L

so why not welcome The People’s Friend
magazine into your home today?

Every issue is packed with feel-good reading

to brighten your day, with seven short

stories — one for every day of the week
— and two exclusive serial instalments.
Discover beautiful Britain from the comfort

of your armchair, be inspired by easy and
delicious recipes and get crafty with a new
project to make every week. We've expert

health and gardening advice, as well as
puzzles, interviews and informative features
to keep you entertained and make you

smile.

The People’s Friend is the magazine for
women who love great reading!

HOW TO CLAIM Cut out the voucher, below, and present it at any major retailer including

Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Asda, Morrisons, McColls and independent newsagents to get your
free copy of The Peoples Friend magazine. This offer is valid until Tuesday August 18,
2020, while stocks last. See voucher for full terms and conditions.

Issue dated August 15, 2020

Offer valid from 12th August 2020 to 18th August 2020
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To the Consumer: This voucher entitles the consumer to receive one free
copy of The People’s Friend, issue dated 15-Aug-20 . ONE per household.
This offer is valid until 18 August 2020. This voucher may only be
redeemed against a single copy of The People’s Friend magazine, issue dated
15-Aug-20. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. Vouchers are non
transferable and are not valid outside the UK and Eire. Subject to availability.
To the Retailer: The People’s Friend thank you for acceEtlng this voucher.
Please return it within 42 days of receipt (valid until 29" September 2020)
to your wholesaler to receive £1.60 plus a handling charge. Notice: this
voucher is not transferable. Accepting it in lieu of payment for any other
article constitutes fraud.

To the Wholesaler: Your head office will have received prior notice of this
promotion. Please credit the retailer in the normal way plus handling fee
and forward your claim and actual vouchers ASAP to arrive no later than
10" November 2020 to EAV Co-Ordinated. PO Box 444. Basildon. Essex.
SS14 3HF.
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